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Jesse Priest, Texas Ranger 

1929 - 2014 

Jesse Priest was born Sept. 18, 1929, to Jesse Sr. and Bruxie Priest in Briggs. He 
attended and graduated Bertram High School. 

He served in the U.S. Navy from January 1947 to December 1948. After serving in the 
Navy, Jesse started a career in professional baseball in Sweetwater in 1949. In 1951, he 
went to the Albuquerque Dukes, where he set the still-standing record of 17 straight wins 
and he and Barbara were married at home plate in Tingley Field in July 1952. He later 
played for Shreveport (La.), Augusta (Ga.) and Temple (Texas) in 1953 and ended up in 
Midland playing for the Indians in 1955. 

Moving to Lubbock, Jesse began his career with the Texas Department of Public Safety, 
serving in Canyon, Haskell and Graham. After joining the Texas Rangers Company “C” in 
1969, he moved his family to Wichita Falls. He received the Kiwanis Club Officer of the 
Year award in 1975. He was promoted to Texas Ranger sergeant and moved to Midland 
in May 1975. He served as Texas Ranger Company “E” sergeant until retirement in 1979. 

After retirement, he worked as a ranch foreman in Ranger, corporate security for Clayton 
W. Williams, investigator for the Midland County Attorney’s Office and court security with 
the U.S. Marshals Service. He was inducted into the Albuquerque Baseball Hall of Fame 
in July 2009. 

Please click here for an oral history interview with Jesse Priest. 
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